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Editor’s Notes

Manuscripts: Rules
of the Game

“To how many journals do you
simultaneously submit a manuscript?”
one academician asked another. “Oh,
at least several,” came the reply, “it’s
like the shotgun approach and I get
quicker results.” “But, isn’t that
unethical?” questioned the first, a new
and younger faculty member who
wished to quickly learn how to play the
game. “Well, that’s not my concern,”
answered the second. “First, I want to
get promoted and second, our school
is preparing for accreditation.” “But,
what if your article is accepted by more
than one journal?” queried the first.

which would fit in the same space. It
could be done. It would be extra work.
It would delay getting the issue out by
a few days. And, it would cost the jour
nal money.
Again she looks at the article. She
places them side by side and com
pares. Only the beginning and ending
paragraphs are different. A few
sentences are identical. Other
sentences have been changed by
deleting a word or changing a word.
The topical headings are identical. The
survey discussed is the same; the
statistics are the same; and the
authors are the same. This is a
substantial portion of the article in ABC
Journal. The decision is made. At 8:15
the next morning, she pulls the article.
Now consider a different case, that
of Miss X, who writes the editor re
questing the status of her paper. “Will
it be published and when?” she asks.
“Her school,” she writes “requires an
acceptance and a publication date in
order to consider her paper for her an
nual service report and their desire to
attain accreditation. If it will not be
used, she would like to submit it
elsewhere.”
Reflect upon the difference in the
two approaches. The first situation is
like the student who applies for admis
sion to several universities. If accepted
at more than one school, the student
must make a choice. So must an
author, who submits a manuscript to
more than one journal, make a choice.
And that choice is to grant permission
to publish or to withdraw the
manuscript.
The second approach of submitting
a manuscript to one journal at a time,
as Miss X did, is the ethical and pro
fessional approach. Fortunately for
editors, most authors are highly
ethical.
No journal has an automatic right to
use material until that author has given
permission. Therefore, most journals
request from an author a written per
mission to publish and a statement that
the material has not been submitted

Assume that the above author does
get a manuscript accepted by more
than one journal and that (s)he signs
an agreement with both journals giving
each permission to publish and ex
clusive use of the material. Editors of
both journals have notified the author
of acceptance and indicated the
publication date.
The editor of ABC Journal proceeds
to have the manuscript typeset, pasted
up, the spring issue layout completed,
and all material to the publisher. About
three o’clock one afternoon the mail ar
rives. The editor has been working
several hours and decides to take a
break. The mail includes her state
society journal. The editor glances
through the journal for layout ideas and
to see what topics are current. She
suddenly notices topical headings and
sentences that seem familiar. “I have
read this before,” thought the editor.
She looks at the author’s name. It is
part of an article to appear in the spring
issue of ABC Journal. She quickly
goes to the file, and yes, it is there —
a signed agreement not to submit the
material elsewhere and granting the
ABC Journal exclusive rights to
publish the manuscript within a one
year period. What should be done?
ABC Journal is ready to be printed.
She calls the former editor. She calls
her attorney. She calls the publishing
company; it is too late; they have gone
home. Can she replace the article?
She has one typeset article on hand
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elsewhere. Authors who attempt to get
multiple publications from the same
material are open to a lawsuit based
on breach of contract and possible
violation of copyright laws. First, the
author has violated the agreement
signed with the journals. And, in addi
tion, the journal which is second to
publish the material may be in violation
of the copyrights of the journal first
publishing the material.
An editor must request and be
granted permission from another jour
nal to reprint one of their articles. The
Woman CPA is willing and does grant
permission to reprint articles. Our
authors are notified and hence receive
a second publication of the same arti
cle through legal and ethical means.
The American Association of Col
legiate Schools of Business (AACSB),
in accrediting schools and depart
ments of accountancy, may be adding
to the pressure to publish by requiring
“x” number of publications by “x”
number of faculty within “y” time
frame. The standards and guidelines
of the AACSB state “a reasonable
cross-section of the faculty should be
regularly engaged in research and
publication.” These rules have breadth
and do not define any specific number
of publications. However, an unofficial
interpretation has been “an average of
one publication per faculty member
per year.” If this is true, there are not
enough professional accounting jour
nals in existence to publish
manuscripts by the approximately
6,200 accounting faculty, including in
structors, listed in Hasselback’s
Accounting Faculty Directory 1984.
Authors who play the game of multi
ple manuscripts present a dilemma for
an editor. Often they are recognizable
because they cautiously play the game
and do not return the permission to
publish form. Such maneuvers only
add to the reviewers’ and editor’s
workload. Your editor will take action
when an author violates a signed per
mission to publish form.
Editors respect and want authors
who act ethically in submitting
manuscripts and in returning signed
permission to publish forms. In return,
an editor also has a responsibility to be
fair and ethical toward all authors. Ω

